National Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Weeks 1999 & 2000

Examples of Events that Took Place Across the Country

In 1999 and 2000, many community-based organizations and health departments nationwide held various events to mark the National Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention (NCLPP) Week, in order to raise awareness of this pressing issue in their communities. The following are just a few examples of events that local groups have shared with us:

Alabama
The Mobile County Health Department issued a warning to parents about the dangers of lead poisoning and offered free blood test screenings.  The announcement was publicized October 25 on the MSNBC affiliate’s Web site.

California

The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, Public Health, Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program staffed health centers, schools and community centers throughout the county each day of NCLPP Week distributing materials and doing one-on-one verbal outreach. Also, a NCLPP Week “Theme” contest was held among the staff with a cash prize going to the winning theme: “A Healthy Family is an Unleaded Family.” The staff of participated in a “team spirit” day by wearing their LAC-CLPPP polo shirts. A letter and postcard explaining lead poisoning prevention practices in English and Spanish was sent to hospitals to be distributed to expectant and new mothers.

Connecticut

Manchester Lead Abatement Project (LAP) planned a broad array of events to observe NCLPP Week including:

· Displayed educational materials in the Manchester Town Hall lobby during the month of October,

· Hung an LAP Banner over Main St. from Oct. 15-30,

· Conducted a 90 minute program for UCONN Allied Health students entitled “Don’t Be Lead Astray-Everything you need to know about Lead Poisoning,”

· Participated in the planning and implementation of a recognition breakfast honoring three Connecticut state representatives who initiated the retrofitting of homes of Medicaid children with mild elevations using state bonding and Medicaid funds, and

· Held a technical training session for contractors called “Learn the Tricks About Window Treatments.”

Yale-New Haven Lead Program and Regional Lead Treatment Center displayed a giant banner from the second floor of the Lead Resource Center, organized public service announcements with 5-6 regional radio stations, distributed two press releases, and provided outreach education services at three sessions in the Pediatric Primary Care Center at Yale-New Haven Hospital.

Delaware

Delaware’s Office of Lead Poisoning Prevention promoted its statewide Lead Poisoning Prevention Week September 20-25, 1999.  Governor Thomas Carper made the proclamation, which was announced at a Boys and Girls Club event in Dover.  Community outreach activities included:

· A puppet show on lead poisoning prevention presented at a child care center,

· A presentation to members of a professional child care providers organization,

· A children’s poster art competition, including prizes awarded at a public ceremony.  Posters were displayed at ten sites throughout the state, including an art gallery and the Delaware Visitor’s Center; posters will be re-printed as a Year 2000 calendar,

· Classes on lead-safe work practices for homeowners,

· Information distributed at public libraries and via a mobile community health services van, 

· Coloring books and information on lead poisoning prevention distributed to 29 child care centers statewide, and

· A workshop on safe lead hazards management at a local Lowe’s Home Center.

Media coverage included three separate articles in the primary regional newspaper, the News Journal, plus an hour-long radio-talk show featuring a medical provider, a parent of a child recently diagnosed with lead poisoning and a staff person from the Delaware office of Lead Poisoning Prevention.   

District of Columbia 

Mayor Anthony Williams issued a proclamation, which was announced at a kickoff ceremony/press conference attended by about 50 people and at least one local television station.  Speakers included officials from city government, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and a parent of a lead-poisoned child.  

Other events sponsored by the D.C. Lead Awareness Campaign included a lead poisoning screening and education event with a Pediatric Mobile health care unit, a panel discussion on a “Holistic Approach to Lead Hazard Reduction,” a “Lead Poisoning Prevention Awareness Expo” Health Fair, a Healthy Homes Forum and a Lead Poisoning Prevention Awareness forum at La Clinica del Pueblo.

Illinois

The Madison County Community Development Agency sponsored lead poisoning prevention week activities in three communities, featuring appearances by state and county elected officials.  Coverage in the Telegraph newspaper included state statistics and information on publications available locally. 

Governor George H. Ryan issued a NCLPP Week proclamation for National Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week.  Madison County Community Development’s Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control Program also held a blood-lead screening event and their second annual Children’s Health and Safety Fair. 

Iowa

Extensive media coverage highlighted the City of Dubuque Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Week. PSAs aired on eight local radio stations, two live radio interviews, newspaper feature article, billboard display and televised presentation of a proclamation from the Dubuque City Counsel were all results of the program’s outreach efforts.  

Kentucky

Jefferson County Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program distributed the “Is Your Home Haunted by Lead Paint?” to thousands of community members at their annual Halloween party. 

Jefferson County Health Department’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program provided free lead screenings for children under 6 along with paint chip tests in three Louisville area neighborhoods.  The program also set up a display with a video in high visibility locations and hosted a press conference, which attracted about 50 members of the media.  Two local stations aired stories, and the Louisville Courier Journal publicized the week’s activities, including upcoming free screening opportunities. 

Louisiana

The Louisiana Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program offered three free screenings in Central City, New Orleans; distributed 2,000 information packages to Head Start programs, schools, public health clinics and other locations; and placed posters on checkout counters in drug stores, hardware stores and public health clinics throughout the area.  They also placed public service announcements (PSAs) on local radio stations and arranged for interviews on three local TV stations.

Maryland

In Baltimore, the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning and Baltimore Healthy Start hosted a press conference where the Coalition announced its receipt of a $200,000 grant for lead poisoning prevention education and training directed to parents, property owners and others.  The event generated coverage in the Baltimore Sun and other media.   

Michigan

In Dearborn, the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS) received coverage for its ongoing lead poisoning prevention efforts in the Dearborn Press and Guide newspaper. 

In Kalamazoo, the Mayor issued a proclamation declaring Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week.

In Lansing, the Michigan Department of Community Health released and publicized a new publication: Coping With Your Child’s Diagnosis of Lead Poisoning.
Minnesota

The Minneapolis Lead Hazard Reduction Program created a poster, “Tips for Prevention of Childhood Lead Poisoning.”  Posters in English and Spanish were displayed in 19 bus shelters. 

Missouri

In Kansas City, the KCMO Health Department’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Reduction Program hosted Health-O-Ween ’99, with lead screenings and a special appearance by a Leadosaurus, in addition to posters to color, videos, information booths and other “Tricks and Treats.”

MSNBC’s Web Site ran an article with information on lead poisoning prevalence and prevention, quoting the Missouri Health Department and the Columbia-Boone County Health Department. 

Nevada

The Las Vegas Review Journal ran an article about lead poisoning.  Coverage resulted in a phone call from a worker who had been lead poisoned 5 years ago when using lead paint on cars.

New Hampshire

Governor Jeanne Shaheen issued a proclamation on Lead Poisoning Prevention Week in New Hampshire.  Two press releases issued by the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services/Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program resulted in coverage in the Laconia Citizen, the Manchester Union Leader and the Portsmouth Herald.    

The New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services mailed educational materials to every public library throughout the state. Statewide media coverage included a response to the “Question of Law” column sponsored by the New Hampshire Bar Association. 

New Jersey

Partnered with the Interagency Task Force on the Prevention of Lead Poisoning, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services (NJDHSS) planned the following outreach activities:

· A puppet show for children from a local day care,

· Ribbon cutting of the Lead Exploratorium, a traveling exhibit to educate preschoolers about lead hazards using the “Get a Head Start on Lead” curriculum,

· Displayed exhibits in the State House Annex,

· Sent mailing to the health officers which included information on grant funding, materials order form from the Campaign and a list of activity suggestions, and

· Read proclamation from Governor Christine Todd Whitman observing the week during the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Newark Partnership for Lead Safe Children joined with the Colgate Palmolive Company to present an entertaining session on handwashing for lead poisoning prevention at a local preschool.  Cameras from TV-12 were on hand to capture the fun and a local jazz radio station covered the event, too.  The Partnership also:   

· Sent a letter encouraging each member to do a lead poisoning prevention and awareness project, such as a presentation at church,   

· Distributed a “Dear Parent “ letter via Head Start programs and daycare centers.  The letter identified the sources of lead and discussed risk reduction and the importance of a balanced diet, and 

· Placed additional copies of Maintaining A Lead Safe Home, A Do-It-Yourself Manual for Home Owners and Property Managers, by Dennis Livingston in the Newark Public Library.

Representatives from the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services presented an update on revised regulations, New Jersey State Sanitary Code, Chapter XIII and Childhood Lead Poisoning at a seminar sponsored by the Interagency Task Force on the Prevention of Lead Poisoning. 

Students from a vocational school in Monmouth County were honored in a ceremony at the New Jersey State House for their work on a mobile van project for the prevention of lead poisoning. 

New Jersey’s Department of Community Affairs initiated a lead awareness campaign that included an event in the City of Elizabeth.  Information on lead paint hazards was distributed to residents.  

New York

Onondaga’s County Health Department/Lead Poisoning Control Program, Syracuse, hosted the Second Syracuse Lead Conference, a two-day event featuring speakers from government and academic research and prevention programs. 

North Carolina

Charlotte mayor Pat McCrory proclaimed Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, and the City of Charlotte teamed up with the Mecklenburg County Health Department to distribute a press release promoting lead hazard awareness.  The city also set up an exhibit booth in the lobby of the City/County Government Center building with photos, prevention information and free literature from the city and the EPA.   

Ohio

Springfield’s Department of Human Relations, Housing and Neighborhood Services – Lead Safe Springfield presented a lead awareness seminar for nurses and health care professionals and distributed lead awareness place mats at local McDonald’s restaurants.  Springfield presented additional awareness activities and received media coverage for its lead poisoning prevention week.  

Pennsylvania

Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) worked with coalition partner Lead Safe Pittsburgh (LSP) to bring about a major awareness initiative for lead poisoning prevention.  Mayor Tom Murphy kicked off the observance with a proclamation at a recognition dinner attended by media, government agencies, non-profit organizations, educators, business and the medical communities.  During the week, ACHD-LSP also: 

· Hosted three family festivals that attracted over 300 children and 72 adults, and provided lead screenings to 30 children, 

· Presented training on lead-related issues at 18 community in-service educational programs for parents and child care providers, 

· Publicly announced the release of new screening guidelines for Allegheny County, and

· Generated significant media coverage, including a 1-hour radio broadcast on Mon Valley Focus, a local morning program serving the communities in direct contact with one festival site; two articles in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette; an article in the Pittsburgh Tribune Review; an appearance on television talk show Black Horizons; and a news interview on the Fox 53 10o’clock news.  An extensive television news feature with interviews with the parents of a lead poisoned child, the mayor of Pittsburgh and the health educator from ACHD aired in full on three separate days.

In Harrisburg, PinnacleHealth System’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program joined with the City of Harrisburg to present Be Lead Safe, an educational program at the Capital Area Head Start Center.  Kids got educational materials, a coloring sheet with lead poisoning prevention tips and a chance to meet the mascot, Pinney the Panda.  Educational materials were also distributed at daycare centers within the city.  The activities generated extensive media coverage, including an interview on WGAL’s 12:30 Live on Monday, news coverage on FOX 43 News and an article in the Harrisburg Times. 
The Palmerton Environmental Task Force included lead-safety information in a newsletter that was mailed to 2,600 residents.  They also planned a display with free brochures, calendars and more at the local library and issued a press release via the Department of Health and Human Services. 

A Health Festival and Lead-Safe Recognition Event highlighted Lead Safe Pittsburgh’s outreach activities. Also sponsored were neighborhood festivals where children were invited to “Be Lead Detectives” and children ages six months to six years could be screened for lead poisoning. The festivals included games, prizes, contests and other entertainment geared to educating children and parents about the risks and prevention of lead poisoning. Additional events included contractor training, education programs in daycare centers and elementary schools, and home remediation projects.

The Pennsylvania State Health Department distributed materials to hardware stores, day care and head start centers, pediatricians and physicians. They made home visits and performed door-to-door screenings.  A Halloween Party titled “Is Your Home Being Haunted by Lead Paint” was held and an informational float was present in a holiday parade.

Rhode Island

RI Housing Lead Hazard Reduction Program displayed Lead-Safe America posters.  The program’s 160 employees were encouraged to wear silver ribbons supporting efforts to end childhood lead poisoning.

Virginia

In Petersburg, the mayor signed a proclamation.  The local newspaper carried a photo and public service announcements about the lead screening program.  Two educational displays in the waiting area of the Petersburg Health Department provided information on lead poisoning prevention and the importance of good nutrition for at-risk children.  The Health Department also sponsored a coloring contest for children at daycare centers and in the state-run lead program. 

In Covington and Clifton Forge, health department bulletin boards were dedicated to lead poisoning awareness.  Lead-safety materials were also available.

In Martinsville, the health department hosted a Safety Fair at a local Wal-Mart, handing out books, Lead Can Harm Children, Lead Poisoning at Home, and Be A Lead-Safe Family. 

Activities by other PA health departments in the state included distributing posters to schools and other sites, placing displays and information in public libraries, setting up a display in a local Health Department lobby, and sending letters to all doctors who see pediatric patients.  The letters reviewed the signs, symptoms and risk factors for lead poisoning and encouraged doctors to consider this diagnosis when appropriate. 

Lead-Safe Richmond hosted an open house and made fliers available at a breast cancer awareness event.  Coverage included an article on “The Dangers of Lead Poisoning” in Sisters magazine. 

Mayor Paul A. Fraim signed and delivered the proclamation announcing the Norfolk Department of Public Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Week.  Public service announcements coordinated with five regional radio stations, two lead prevention awareness programs for parents and children, transit ad placement and materials distribution in schools, a safety fair at a local Wal-Mart were all community outreach activities organized in Norfolk.

